
FUQUAY VARINA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  

308 NORTH ENNIS STREET,  FUQUAY VARINA 

NC 27526 

J u n e   N E W S L E T T E R 

Pastor’s Page 

 

I don’t like having limited resources.  

Well, no one likes to be limited.  We want it all 

don’t we? We want to be physically fit, mentally 

sharp, and emotionally strong.  Like the travel-

ers on the Starship Enterprise from the old TV 

show Star Trek, we want to go where no man 

has gone before.  When I say I don’t like limits, I 

mean for church activities, well at least in this 

context.  There are so many, many cool pro-

grams, ministries, and outreaches that scream 

choose me.  But each requires money, each 

requires volunteers, each requires more than 

we have got.  We want to reach the youth, so 

we should have a skate park/paintball/video 

game arcade/snack shop (well, that will reach 

some of the guys). We want to reach folks who 

don’t come to church, so we should have a sat-

ellite location in a busy shopping center where 

people can come in for free coffee and conver-

sation…and maybe the Alpha class.  We want 

to reach busy families, so what about a pre-

pared dinner once a week, with programs for 

the kids and meaningful studies for the adults?  

We want to reach seniors, so what about great 

studies, wonderful trips, a place to play bridge/

shoot pool, and have educational opportunities 

on computers, photography, knitting, world trav-

els, and the like.  We want to reach young  

families, perhaps we should have a preschool/

daycare center which also does child care for 

children up to 9 years old.   What about a fit-

ness center so people can come and workout?  

That way we can be firm believers. There are 

so many needs out there after the tornados and 

floods of May.  We want to help people rebuild 

their lives. We want it all.  But we can’t have it 

all.  So we ask ourselves “What is important?  

What am I willing to commit my time, energy, and 

money to?”  Those are the questions of steward-

ship.  Stewardship says the resources I control are 

not mine…but they belong to someone else.  How 

will I use those resources faithfully?  Here at the 

church we struggle with that question regularly.  

How will we use the resources shared with us in a 

way that makes the most difference?  How can we 

use what we have efficiently and effectively? 

It is hard sometimes.  Just like folks at home who 

want to upgrade to a better car, or more comfort-

able furniture.  It is hard, because saying, “Yes” to 

one thing, means saying, “No” to other things.  I 

could buy the cool monster truck, but at the same 

time, I have to realize that the money that bought 

the truck cannot be used for retirement, or vaca-

tion, or tomorrow night’s supper of mac and 

cheese.  The monthly payments mean there will be 

a lot more hot dog suppers for the next six years.  

And with the price of gas, I wouldn’t be able to 

drive it anywhere.  Just like everyone else, the 

Church has to be responsible with the way it 

spends the money it receives.  So just like you, we 

ask ourselves where to spend our money most   

efficiently, most responsibly.  With much prayer, 

planning and discussions, the Elders of the Church 

set budgets, programs and policies.  We are thank-

ful for the generous faithfulness that supports the 

Church.  Continue to pray for the Elders and all the 

church as we work together to bring God glory and 

praise.  We also have many people who freely give 

of their time and talents to serve God and the rest 

of us.  We are so richly blessed.  Thank you all for 

making our church the wonderful place it is. 

Wishing You Abundant Life, 

Chad 
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OUR 2011 HIGH SCHOOL and college  

GRADUATES 

Will be recognizeD on Sunday June 5th at 

both services 

High School Graduates             

John Duncan Hamby              

Kenny Scott                               

Zack Ayscue 

Nolan White 

   Congratulations, job well done!!!                                               

                                  

 

Grant Thomas (Hargrove 

Military)  

College Graduate      

Carol Yow   (NCSU) 

 

June 4 at 6:00 pm, we will have our summer cook out at the home of 

Geraldine and Roy Tilley.  Everyone is being asked to call Geraldine 

and find out what she would like you to bring.Barbecued chicken will be pro-

vided by the Tilleys and the Callaways.  Stan Wall will be our chef. 

The Joy Seeker is a fellowship organization for our senior. We meet the fourth 

Monday night of each month.  Join us!!  

JUNE EVENTS  
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JUNE EVENTS  
Shake It Up Café V B S, 2011 is a fresh, one-of-a kind, cooking-

themed Vacation Bible School where kids carry out Godõs rec-

ipe.  You wonõt want to miss this one so be sure to mark your 

calendar for June 24th, 25th and 26th.  

      INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATION  

July 3rd @ 7:00pm  

 Everyone is invited to celebrate with us on Sunday the 3rd at Rans-

dell Hall.  We will gather at 7 p.m. for a picnic meal including hotdogs and 

brats with all the trimmings.  We hope everyone will stay to watch the fire-

works  from the front of Ransdell Hall.  Bring lawn chairs if you like. This 

will be a fun evening for the church family and friends! 

July 22, the Joy Seekers will be traveling to Mount Airy, North 

Carolina to celebrate the 50 years of Andy Griffith and May-

berry.  Join us as we tour the museum and enjoy good food and 

fellowship.  We will return to Fuquay Varina late Sunday after-

noon.  The cost for the trip is $30.00 for gas plus two nights in the hotel, mu-

seum cost and your food. 

 

Our fall retreat this year is October 27-31, 2011.  We will be going to a camp 

in Arden, North Carolina.  Hopefully the leaves will still be pretty.  Gene 

Pierce will be leading our Bible study for the weekend.  The cost for the trip is 

$190.00 and it includes three nights lodging, food and meeting facilities.  If 

you would like to attend this meaningful weekend, please see Josephine Evans 

or Jeannie Carver and pay a $100.00 deposit.  We can accommodate 28 people.   

JULY EVENTS: SAVE THESE DATES  

Prayer & Praise Service   

3rd Sunday @ 6:30pm  
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WEEKLY BIBLE STUDIES  

Windsor Point Bible Study  A new study will begin in June. They meet 

on Mondays @ 11:00 am.   

The Wild and Wonderful Wednesday Women will be watching and dis-

cussing the video “ Free to be Real.”  When ordinary women come into 

the presence of God, extraordinary things begin to happen.   Please join 

us at 10 am on Wednesdays.  Leader:  Cindy Neal     

Wednesday Men’s Bible Study: They are studying the minor prophets.  

They meet at 10:00a.m. in the Pierce Kitchen.   Leader:  Chad Neal 

Friday Morning  Men’s Study will be on break this summer 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION VISION TEAM  

ENHANCE THE CHRISTIAN EDUCATION EXPERIENCE  

 Activities include:  

 -- working with the Personnel Committee on hiring a 

youth leader  

 -- preparing for an outstanding Vacation Bible School  

 -- overseeing the preparation of the Youth Room  

 If you are interested in participating with us come and join us   

the first Monday each month in Pierce at 7PM.  

The new members committee facilitated our church joining the  

Fuquay-Varina Chamber of Commerce recently. We are hopeful 

this will be additional  outreach to new individuals who are moving 

into our community. We are also assembling new member packets 

that will contain cards drawn by some of the children in the church 

and information about all of the committees, Sunday school classes, men of the 

church and women of the church activities. Help us by welcoming visitors when 

you meet them in church on Sundays! 

The Mission Committee is currently looking at options for an adult   

mission trip with Habitat for Humanity.  Anyone who is interested 

should contact Amber Sagester @ eripac@aol.com. 



For Your Information 
FVPC GOOD STUFF 

Thanks to Rodney Tilley for his leader-
ship in making enhancements, and 
planned enhancements, in our Sunday 

School rooms.  Ed Jennings 

 

 

Faye and John McDonnell have been married fif-
teen years. John was born in the South Bronx. He 
worked for New York Tel and was head technician, 
installing phones in the United Nations building in 
the 80's. He was a member of the Army Security 
Agency, an organization like the CIA, and is unable 
to discuss what he did. 
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THE JFM MINISTRY 

 What is the JFM ministry?  It stands for JOBS FOR MEMBERS. Re-
cently, two of our very active members lost their local jobs.  A third 
faces the same this spring. I would like to help members find jobs.  I 

am not sure what the results will be, but I feel led to begin this effort, and I am 
willing to take a leap of faith. By the grace of God, I had a career of over thirty 
years in business and never had to worry about being laid off. Please pray for this 
ministry to produce great miracles. Resumes may be sent to 
ejennings1@earthlink.net. If you are led to support this effort in any way, please 
email or call at 623-3205. ( Ed Jennings) 

The F-V Emergency Food Pantry has received an abundance of 

peanut butter, but we are in need of jelly, Hamburger Helper, 

white rice, and brown rice for diabetics.    Another need is for cans 

of tuna fish or chicken that we add in the boxes for folks with very 

low or no income. We also have requests for dietary supplements 

like "Ensure" but often do not have any to add to boxes. 

                          Prayer Shawl Recipients -- May 2011  

         Our latest prayer shawl recipients are Jayne Higgins, Linda Wall's 

sister who has cancer and Louise Crawford who had a stroke.   Some 

members of our group are donating infant and   preemie hats made with 

our leftover yarn to Wake Medical Center.   For anyone interested in our 

group we meet at 7 PM Wed Ransdall Hall attendance not required or 

call   Jeanne Conner @ 919 720 4468.  

    We would like to thank Tom 

Patton who graciously donated 

the  Christmas music and ac-

companiment CD for the children's and 

youth bells.            Thank you, Tom! 

mailto:ejennings1@earthlink.net


THANK YOUS 
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The Mission Committee would like to thank the members of the congregation for 

their support of the Community Choir Fest on May 1.  Our choir òperformedó very 

ably, our members baked dozens of cookies, numerous folks worked many hours 

behind the scenes to make the program a reality, and many members came to the 

event to show their support.  It was a great community event and our Church can take 

pride in being the host site for what will hopefully become an annual event in Fuquay.  A 

special offering was taken for the benefit for SWFCA and $2,100 was collected to assist 

people in our area who need assistance with emergency needs. 

Dear Ladies of the Prayer Shawl Ministry, 

We want to extend our appreciation for the beautiful job your group did on my 

motherõs prayer shawl.  Not only did she receive the comfort of a beautiful warm 

shawl, but also the warm prayers from loving hearts.  These have meant so much during a 

very difficult time.  To see how strong my mother has remained during multiple treatments, 

I know God is at work through all the prayers we have received from so many people.  

Thank you again for your kindness.      Sincerely, Elizabeth Ayscue 

The Mission Committee and the Relay for Life team would like to thank all of the 

members of the congregation who have supported our team this year. We are very 

appreciative of everyone who came out and prepared food for the cancer survivor 

breakfast, made ribbons for the service on Cancer Survivor Sunday and for every-

one who has financially helped us to meet our goal this year. We also appreciate 

everyone who helped with the car/dog wash on May 7th. We would also like to thank Rick 

Will for all of the hard work he contributed helping us to get all of the hoses hooked up for the 

car wash. To date, we have raised $2050.00 for the American Cancer Society.  Thank you 

again to everyone in the congregation for your generosity!!  

Thank you to all those who have provided support for the tornado recovery efforts 

in Bertie County .  As many of you know, I am from Bertie County and still have 

many family members living there (the Callawayõs have family there too) and I 

know first hand the destruction in the county. The tornado's path of destruction 

was over 15 miles and anything in its path was destroyed. Twelve people in the 

county, including four people near my childhood home and one of my high school class-

mates, were killed. The death toll would have been much higher were it not for the rural na-

ture of the area. 

 

The area impacted has experienced many challenges in the last decade - two major floods, 

several major hurricanes (our Church sent a work team after one of the storms), and a de-

pressed economy due to lack of jobs and services. The people in the county are very resilient, 

but it will take the area and its residents a long time to recover from this tragedy. 

Special thanks also to the Earnest Seekers Sunday School Class for initiating the request for 

the offering which goes to a relief fund that will go 100% to tornado victims.  

Again, thanks to everyone for your generosity.    Mary Bethel 
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OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE  

The Flower Calendar is located in the Sanctuary entry hall, with plenty of places 

for your name.  Please call the office with your information for the bulletin (552-

4214) by Tuesday morning.  

Please remember to support your local food pantry.  It is through your continu-

ing contributions that our Food Pantry does so well. Financial contributions 

can be sent to Fuquay -Varina Emergency Food Pantry @ 216 W Academy 

Street, Fuquay -Varina, NC 27526.  

Meets each Wednesday from 7:00—8:30 pm in the parlor to knit, crochet or 

quilt prayer shawls or lap blankets for the sick or bereaved in the congrega-

tion.  Please contact Jeanne Conner (720-4468) if you want to come or if you 

know of someone who would benefit by receiving a prayer shawl. 

Many thanks to those of you who continue to clip coupons to be sent to mili-

tary bases overseas.  As you cut the coupons, please put them in two piles: 

food and non-food.  They may be put in the same bag/envelope, but it would 

be very helpful if they were already sorted. 
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  N E W S L E T T E R  

         COMMITTEE MEETING SCHEDULE         

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION   1st Monday @ 7:00pm  

TECHNOLOGY    1st Thursday@ 7:00pm  

MEN OF THE CHURCH   2nd Tuesday@ 7:00pm  

NEW MEMBERS        4th Wednesday @ 7:00pm  

FELLOWSHIP    3rd Monday @ 7:00pm   

LONG RANGE PLANNING   3rd Thursday @7:00pm  

WORSHIP                4th  Thursday @ 7:00pm  

MISSION      4th Sunday @ 7:30pm   

NOTE:  During the summer 

months, please check with your 

group leader for changes. 


